Marriage Ceremony for Jennifer Mueller and Richard Crawford

Cast:
	Jennifer:		Bride
	Richard:		Groom
	Cathy:		Minister
	Jack:		Father of the Bride
	Janet:		Mother of the Bride
	Rusty		Father of the Groom
	Kristen:		Mother of the Groom
	Caitlyn:		Sister of the Groom
	Leona:		Sister of the Groom
	Keith:		Best Man
	Dipika:		Maid of Honor

CATHY:
We are gathered here today, among friends and family, to witness the exchange of sacred vows to unite Richard and Jennifer as one. This unity is not entered into lightly, but is a simple reflection of their sincerity and commitment to each other as witnessed by those they care most about. While a faith may bless, and the state may make this commitment legal, neither state nor faith can create or invalidate this union. It is a sacred commitment between these two people responsible only unto each other, held true by their values and beliefs.

Others would ask, at this time, who gives this bride in marriage, but, as a woman is not property to be bought and sold, given and taken, I ask simply if she comes of her own will and if she has her family's blessing.

With whom do you come and whose blessings accompany you.

JACK:
She comes with us, her father and her mother, and she is accompanied by all of her family's blessings.

CATHY:
On this, the day of your marriage, you stand somewhat apart from all other human beings. You stand within the charmed circle of your love, and this is as it should be, but love is not meant to be the possession of two people alone. Rather it should serve as a source of common energy, a form in which you can find the strength to live your lives with courage. From this day onward, you must come closer together than ever before, yet your love should give you the strength to stand apart; to seek out your own unique destinies, and to make your own special contribution to that which is always a part of us, and more than us.

KATIE: 
“You are Mine”, accompanied by Jack Mueller on piano.

LEONA:
“Love gives naught but itself and takes naught but from itself. 
Love possesses not nor would it be possessed; 
For love is sufficient unto love. 

When you love you should not say, "God is in my heart," but rather, I am in the heart of God."  
And think not you can direct the course of love, if it finds you worthy, directs your course. 
Love has no other desire but to fulfil itself. 

But if you love and must needs have desires, let these be your desires: 
To melt and be like a running brook that sings its melody to the night. 
To know the pain of too much tenderness. 
To be wounded by your own understanding of love; 
And to bleed willingly and joyfully. 
To wake at dawn with a winged heart and give thanks for another day of loving; 
To rest at the noon hour and meditate love's ecstasy; 
To return home at eventide with gratitude; 
And then to sleep with a prayer for the beloved in your heart and a song of praise upon your lips.  “
----  The Prophet, by Kahlil Gibran

PARENTS:
	As each parent reads, they are given a candle by Cathy, which they light at the alter once they are done.

KRISTIN:	We wish for you a love that makes you both better people, that continues always to give you joy And a zest for living, And provides you with the energy to face the responsibilities of life. 
JACK:	We wish for you a home, not a place of stone or wood, but an island of serenity and sanity. We hope that this home is not just a place of private joy and retreat, but rather serves as a castle wherein the values of your life and family are generated and upheld. 
JANET:	We hope your home stands as a symbol of humans living together in love and peace, seeking truth and nurturement through each other. We hope that it has within it the elements of simplicity, exuberance, beauty, silence, color and a concordance with the rhythms of life. 
RUSTY:	We wish for you a home with books, poetry and music, For a home with all the things that represent the highest strivings of men and women. Finally, we wish that your lives be blessed with spiritual abundance, and that your spiritual involvement be enhanced through this marriage. 

CANDLES:
	Once all is read, Kristin and Rusty light Jennifer’s candle, and Jack and Janet light Richard’s, before placing their candles in the candalabra and returning to their seats.

Jennifer passes her candle to Dipika; Richard passes her candle to Keith.
Dipika and Keith go to light the congregation’s candles, inner person on each pew while Jennifer and Richard read:

Richard: You are the star of each night, You are the brightness of every morning,

Jennifer: You are the story of each guest, You are the report of every land.

Richard: No evil shall befall you, on hill nor bank, In field or valley, on mountain or in glen. 

Jennifer: Neither above, nor below, neither in sea, Nor on shore, In skies above, nor in the depths. 

Richard: You are the kernel of my heart, You are the face of my sun, 

Jennifer: You are the harp of my music, You are the crown of my company. 

	Keith and Dipika return candles to Jennifer and Richard, who then light one candle together on the alter before placing their candles in the candelabra


VOWS:

I, Jennifer / Richard, take you, , Richard / Jennifer
To be no other than yourself
Loving what I know of you
Trusting what I do not yet know
With respect for your integrity
And faith in your love for me
Forsaking all others
Through all our years
And in all that life may bring us

CATHY: (Blessing of the Rings)
	Circles represent eternity, and though our lives are finite, love is everlasting, the creative force that binds us together, the force that gives new life.

May the blessings of God be as the wind upon these rings and your love, that you share communication and creativity.
May the blessings of God be as the fire upon these rings and your love, that you share passion and the spirit.
May the blessings of God be as the earth upon these rings and your love, that you share health and affection.
May the blessings of God be as the water upon these rings and your love, that you share love and compassion.

EXCHANGE OF RINGS: With this Ring I thee wed, (here placing it upon her thumb) and with my body I thee honor, (here placing it upon her index finger) and with all my worldly goods I thee endow; (here placing it upon her ring finger) In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

CATHY
“You were born together, and together you shall be forevermore.
You shall be together when the white wings of death scatter your days.
Ay, you shall be together even in the silent memory of God.
But let there be spaces in your togetherness,
And let the winds of the heavens dance between you.

Love one another, but make not a bond of love:
Let it rather be a moving sea between the shores of your souls.
Fill each other's cup but drink not from one cup.
Give one another of your bread but eat not from the same loaf.
Sing and dance together and be joyous, but let each one of you be alone,
Even as the strings of a lute are alone though they quiver with the same music.

Give your hearts, but not into each other's keeping.
For only the hand of Life can contain your hearts.
And stand together yet not too near together:
For the pillars of the temple stand apart,
And the oak tree and the cypress grow not in each other's shadow.”
----  The Prophet, by Kahlil Gibran

CATHY:
And for as much as Richard and Jennifer have expressed their desire to be husband and wife, showing their love and affection by joining hands, and have made promises of faith and devotion, each to the other, and have sealed these promises by giving and receiving of rings: 

In the presence of this company of witnesses, by virtue of my sacred stewardship, I now pronounce you Husband and Wife. 

You may kiss the Bride

